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It coulcLliave been no difficult thing in the early and fofitary 
ages of the world, while the chief employment of men was that of 
attending docks and herds, for a banditti of ruffians to overrun, 
a country, and lay it under contributions. Their power bein<* 
thus eftablifhed, the chief' of the band contrived to lofe the nam« 
of Robber in that of Monarch ; and hence the origin of Mo- 
narchy and Kings. 

The origin of the- government of England, fo far as relates, 
to wha t kcalled its line of monarchy being one of thelateft 
is perh ap {the beft recorded. The hatred which the Norman 
invafion and tyranny begat, mnft have been deeply rooted in 
the nation, to have outlived the contrivance t& obliterate it. 
Though not a courtier will talk of the. curfew-bell,, not a vilW 
in England has forgotten it. h 

m Thofe bands of robbers having parcelled out the world, and 
divided it into dominions, began, as 'is naturally the cafe, to 
quarrel with each other. What at feft was obtained by violence, 
was confidered by others as lawful to be taken, and a Second 
plunderer Succeeded the firlL They alternately invaded the do- 
minions which each had affigned to himfelf, and the bmtalitv / 
with which they treated each other explains the original chawfter 
of monarchy. It was ruffian torturing ruffian. The conqueror 
confidered the conquered, not as his prifoner, but his property.. 
He led him in triumph rattling. in chains, and doomed him, at 
pleafure, to flavery- or death. As time obliterated the hif- 
toryof their beginning, their fucceffors affirmed new appear- 
ances, to cut off the entail of their difgrace, but their principles 
and objects remained the lame. "• What at firft was plunder, af- 
fumed the fofter name of revenue; and the power originally 
ufurped, they ai'fedled to inherit. 

From Rich beginning of governments, what could be ex- 
pecled, but a continual fyftem of war and extortion? It has 
eftablifhed itfelf into a trade. The vice is not peculiar to one 
more than to another, but is the common principle of all. There 
does not exift within fuch governments Efficient ilamina. where, 
on to ingraft reformation ; and the fhorteft, esfieft, and moil 
effedhial remedy, is to begin anew on the ground of the oration. 

\\ hat feenes of* horror, what perfection of iniquity, prefent 
themleives in contemplating the character, and reviewing the 
hi ft cry of Rich governments ! II* we would delineate human na- 
ture with a bafenefs of heart, and hypocrify of countenance, 
that reflection would Shudder at and humanity difown, it is. 
kings, courts, and' cabinets, that muft fit for the portrait. Man, 
naturally as he is, with all his faults about him, is not up to the 
character. 

Can we poflibly flippofe that if governments had originated 
in a right principle, and had not an intereft i:i purfuing a 
wrong one, tjiat the world could have been in the wretched and 
quarrelfome condition we have Seen it ? What inducement haft 
tlie farmer, while followup the plough, to lay a£de his peaceful 
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urfuit? and go to war with the farmer of another country ? or 
what inducement has the manufacturer ? What is dominion to 
them or to any clafs of men in a nation ? Does it add an acre 
to any man’s eftate, or raife its value ? Are not conqueft and 
defeat each of the fame price, and taxes the never -failing confe- 
rence ? Though this reafoning may be good to a nation, it is 

not fo to a government. War is the Pharo table of govern- 
ments, and nations the dupes of the games.. 

If there is any thing to wonder at in this miferable feene of 
governments, more than might be expe&ed, it is the prog-refs 
which the peaceful arts of agriculture, manufacture and com- 
merce have made, beneath fuch a long accumulating load of. dis- 
couragement and oppreffion. It Serves to fliew, that inftindt in 
animals does not a with ftronger impulfe, than the principles 
ef Society and civilization operate in man. Under all discourage- 
ments, he purfues his obje&> and yields to nothing but impoffi- 
bilities. 


CHAP. III. 

Of the OLD and NEW STSTEMS of GOVERNMENT. 

N OTHING can appear more contradictory than the prin- 
ciples on which the old governments began, and the con- 
dition to which Society, civilization, and commerce, are capa- 
ble of carrying mankind. Government on the o )' 3 fyftem, is 
an affiimption of power, for the aggrandizement of inelf; on 
the new, a delegation of power, for the common benefit of So- 
ciety. The former Supports itfelf by keeping up a fyftem of 
war ; the latter promotes a fyftem of peace, as the true means 
of enriching a nation. The one encourages national prejudices ; 
the other promotes univerfal Society, as the means of universal 
commerce. The one meafures its profperity, by the quantity 
of revenue it extorts ; the other proves its excellence, by the 
fmall quantity of taxes it requires. 

Mr. Burke has talked of old and new whigs. If he can amufe 
himfelf with childifh names and diltindfions, I fhall not inter- 
rupt his pleafure. It is not to him, but to the Abbe Sieves, 
that I addrefs this chapter. I am already engaged to the latter 
gentleman, to difeufs the fubjedl of monarchical government ; 
and as it naturally occurs in comparing the old and new fyftems, 

I make this the opportunity of prefenting to him my observa- 
tions. I fhall occafionally take Mr. Burke in my way. 

Though it might be proved that the fyftem of government now 
called the new, is the mod ancient in principle of all that have 
exifted, being founded on the original inherent Rights of Man 
yet, as tyranny and the fword have fufpended the exercite of 
thofe rights for many centuries paft, it Serves better the purpole 
of diftindtion to call it the than to claim the right of call- 
ing it the eid«. The 



